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Risky and resilient?



Informational interviews



Leaving Academia
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• Identify people who interest you 
(websites, LinkedIn, etc.)

• Briefly ask for a meeting

• Show up, ask questions

• Don’t ask for a job!

• Wrap up and say thank you

• Keep in touch



John,

My name is Chris Caterine, and I’m currently seeking 
a new career after ten years in academia. Your history 
caught my eye while I was scanning LinkedIn, and I’d 
love to learn more about how you got where you are 
today. If you’re open to meeting for coffee, please let 
me know your availability and I can set up a meeting.

Thanks, Chris.

How can 
you start?
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