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Conformism as a characteristic of Japanese culture

• Under the COVID-19 pandemic, 
everyone wears a mask. 

• Conformism created the foundation 
for Japanese-style fascism.  

• After the war, Japan tried to 

promote democratic education 

based on Western rationalism

Everyone wears a mask(2021)

Military service of the students(1943)
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Downplays the importance of “critical thinking"

Media and information literacy education in 
Asia (UNESCO 2020) 

UNESCO’s modelling of MIL competencies is laden with 
ideological value propositions – democracy, empowerment of 
active citizenship, promotion of pluralistic media 
environment, gender equality and inclusion, intercultural 
dialogue, and so on. 
Such values are also widely upheld in Japan, but even so, it 
is often very difficult for educators, especially 
schoolteachers, to bring what may be deemed ideological or 
political activism into their classroom. (Masato Kajimoto)                                                                                                                           
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“Sender’s intent" theory

• This theory believes that critical thinking in media literacy 
means understanding the “sender's intent.” 

• This theory is based on Shannon and Weaver’s transmission 
model of communication.   

• Especially in the age of social media, it is extremely difPcult to 
Pgure out the sender's intent.  

• Therefore, it is difPcult to develop a "sender's intent" theory 
to address the issue of disinformation.



Jun Sakamoto(C) - Hosei University

A major change has begun

• Media Literacy: Fostering Critical Thinking 
            (Yamawaki & Sakamoto 2021) 

• The book strongly advocated the importance of  
  critical thinking. 

• Interviews with René Hobbs and Alan Miller 

• “Broad media literacy” includes media literacy,  
information literacy, news literacy,  
and digital literacy   

• MIC Introduces Media and Information Literacy  
 into Education Policy
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Japan's School Education Law  
and its Acceptance

• (Middle and High Schools) “cultivate a broad and deep understanding of society, 
healthy critical thinking, and an attitude that contributes to the development of 
society”(1947) 

• Japanese schools have so far avoided cultivating “critical thinking 
skills" 

• More and more educators now believe that this ability is necessary to 
counter disinformation, conspiracy theories and state propaganda.
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Expansion of digital citizenship education

• “Information morals education" has been a restrained 
educational approach (Don’t use the internet) 

• The one-to-one PC program by the Ministry of Education in 
2020 

• Digital Citizenship : Learning to be a good user in the age of 
one PC per student(Sakamoto et al. 2020) 

• Interest in digital citizenship education has increased, and 
some local governments have now incorporated this 
education into their education policies. 

• Critical thinking is an important component of digital 
citizenship
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Education for Sustainable Development(ESD)

• Japanese curriculum guidelines include the concept of ESD 

• There are more than 1,000 UNESCO  
Associate Schools in Japan 

• ESD and MIL can be integrated since  
both are UNESCO educational theories 

• Cross-cultural practices that  
integrate ESD and MIL

Japan-Nepal Video Exchange



Jun Sakamoto(C) - Hosei University

Conclusion

Currently in Japan, there is a con_ict 
between media literacy, digital citizenship 
education, and ESD, which emphasize critical 
thinking, and Japanese conformism, which 
tries to downplay critical thinking.  

The modern world is threatened by 
disinformation, conspiracy theories, and state 
propagandas that seeks to expand fascistic 
thinking, all of which threaten democracy. 
I believe that Japan, with its conformist 
culture, is also facing a great challenge.

Anti-Fascist leaflet(1943)


